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lethargy, and tranquillity carried beyond the point
of virtue.
And these gardens, also with their tall trees and
peaceful tanks, are subject to the unexpected
vicissitudes of Eastern fortune. The minister falls
into disgrace, the rich merchant is ruined by the
exactions of his sovereign ; the stream is turned off,
the water ceases to flow into the tanks and to leap
in the fountains, the trees die, the flowers wither,
the walls crumble into unheeded decay, and in a
few years the tiny paradise has been swept for-
gotten from the face of the earth, and the con*
quering desert spreads its dust and ashes once
more over it all*